


policy areas and, as an authority relationship, the Public 
Prosecution Service for specific investigations and priorities in this 
area.

Environmental Chambers

The criminal-law approach to environmental crime takes place 
under the direction of the specialised National Public Prosecutor’s 
Office for Financial, Economic and Environmental Offences, which, 
apart from environmental crime, also deals with fraud. Due to the 
complex institutional context with the involvement of various 
ministries, inspection services and investigative services, a 
coordinating body has been set up: the Strategic Environmental 
Chamber (Strategische Milieukamer, SMK), which is chaired by the 
Chief Public Prosecutor of the National Public Prosecutor’s Office 
for Financial, Economic and Environmental Offences. The SMK, 
which meets around three times a year, sets policy and priorities in 
the criminal-law approach to environmental crime.

The SMK is comprised of the Chief Public Prosecutor of the National 
Public Prosecutor’s Office for Financial, Economic and 
Environmental Offences (chair), the Inspector General of the 
Human Environment and Transport Inspectorate (ILT), the Inspector 
General of the Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety 
Authority (NVWA), the Environmental Crime Portfolio Holder on 
behalf of the Force Command of the National Police of the 
Netherlands, and the Member of the South Holland Provincial 
Executive responsible for the Environment on behalf of the local 
authorities.

The National Environmental Chamber is responsible for the 
day-to-day management, including the weighting of individual 
cases (this chamber is therefore sometimes also referred to as the 
‘Tactical Environmental Chamber’). The National Environmental 
Chamber is managed by the coordinating Public Prosecutor for 
environmental crime of the National Public Prosecutor’s Office for 
Financial, Economic and Environmental Offences.
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